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White Trees Independent School (11-16) applied 

for a material change to their provision earlier 

this year, has been recommended to be 

approved.  The report has been published and 

the findings are a result of a no-notice Ofsted 

inspection by two of Her Majesty’s Inspectors. 

The inspectors spent a day within the school 

checking the school meets the Independent 

School Standards, the appropriateness of 

School’s Self Evaluation and Development Plan 

and, perhaps most prevalently, the substantial 

improvements since the previous inspection 

 “The proprietor and leaders have 

now ensured that the school 

meets these independent school 

standards” 

It is with great pride we can recognize the 

incredible progress that the team at White Trees 

have made and being able to offer a post 16 

provision for pupils who are not yet ready to 

move onto the education provisions currently on 

offer to them, is incredibly exciting and a taste 

of the aims and hopes for the future. 

The April 2018 inspection rightly raised concerns 

around the curriculum, teaching, progress and 

leadership. Following the inspection, governors 

and the leadership team have worked tirelessly 

to overcome weaknesses and are proud to have 

the phenomenal progress recognized. 

With an all new, wide and deep curriculum, in 

the form of Pupil Pathways, teachers have the 

resources and opportunity plan, adapt and asses 

learning specifically for each pupil. This, 

alongside Pupil Journals, offer clear evidence of 

pupil progress across all national curriculum 

subjects that can be tracked and used to 

assess the significant progress pupils 

make. 

Leadership and governance continue to 

grow, and the remarkable impact new 

leaders have had is noted in the Ofsted 

report. With additional governors coming 

on board, school improvement 

consultants and partners in place and 

relationships being developed with local 

authorities, the development of the school 

is in safe hands. 

“Pupils are fully engaged in their 

learning and they now have more 

opportunities to progress in a wide 

range of curriculum subjects”  

Ofsted, 2019 

 

This report and the internal monitoring suggest 

the future looks very bright for White Trees and 

its pupils. Looking ahead, the school is looking 

to request an increase in capacity following 

works taking place in the summer that will create 

more classrooms and spaces within the current 

building which will allow us to have more pupils 

on site.  

 

Leaders are very pleased with the report and 

continue to push high expectations so they can 

fully expect to have the ‘Good’ grading firmly 

embedded for the next full inspection. 



 

 “Leaders, including governors, have 

responded well, especially more 

recently, to the recommendations 

made at the time of the previous 

inspection. They have worked 

diligently with both established and 

new staff to deal with identified 

areas to improve. Consequently, this 

progress monitoring inspection found 

that leaders and governors have a 

more in-depth understanding of the 

independent school standards. This 

is in part due to support from 

external consultants and effective 

work with the local authority, but 

mainly because of their own 

determination and tenacity to 

improve the life chances for the 

pupils they serve” 

 

 

“Schemes of work for personal, 

social, health and economic 

education, together with 

personalised programmes, support 

pupils well in their development as 

active and responsible citizens" 

 

 “Knowledgeable and caring staff 

who know their pupils well, review 

schemes of work to ensure planning 

is adapted to meet pupils’ ongoing 

needs. Staff demonstrate secure 

knowledge and understanding of the 

wider range of subjects now being 

taught. Relationships between staff 

and pupils are extremely positive” 

 

 

 

“Teaching, learning and assessment 

are now highly tailored to reflect and 

meet the complex needs of individual 

pupils. This is because teachers are 

using assessment information to plan 

learning that suits pupils’ needs and 

also engages and interests them" 

 

 

 

“...the safeguarding culture at the 

school is well developed and all 

staff, including those who are new, 

understand their responsibilities" 

 

 

 

 “School leaders have high 

expectations for all pupils. While, as 

identified in the previous inspection 

as a strength, pupils’ welfare and 

personal development are at the 

heart of the ethos and culture at 

White Trees, equally, this is balanced 

with leaders’ high expectations of 

pupils to achieve the best they can” 

 

 

 

"...in place are detailed, good quality 

schemes of work and planning for 

subjects that are appropriately 

adapted to meet the needs of all 

individual pupils. As a result of this 

work, the school’s curriculum now 

provides pupils with ample 

opportunities to learn across all 

curriculum subjects" 

 

Ofsted, May 2019 

 


